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' Urban living lab plan for
social experiments in Kol

TimEs NEws NETWORK

Kolkata: Bengal Chamber iskeen to col-
laborate with Denmark Embassy to set
upan urban regeneration lab in Kolkata
on the lines of India’s first urban living
labin Panaji, Goa, to conductsocial expe-
riments and chalk out alternative ways
to plan interventions and address urban
challengesin thecity. Urbanlabsbecame
popular in Europe in the late 1990s and
helped bring about urban regeneration
in cities like Barcelona, Helsinki and
Manchester.

“Urban living lab is a bottom-up app-
roach to planning and implementation
instead of the highly centralised top-
down development planning that we ha-
venow. This will help address local issu-
es and ground-level challenges. The
Chamber would like to engage with the
Embassy of Denmark in India for lear-
ningandbestpracticesinthisareaandis
willingtotakeupexchangeprogrammes
on resource efficiency and other related
capacity building with theembassy tofa-
cilitate this mission,” Bengal Chamber
president, Deb A Mukherijee, said.

Urban living labs are “early experi-
mentation gardens” embedded in neigh-
bourhoods and cities, in which resi-
dents, governments, private actors and
knowledge institutions interact to de-

:  sign, testandfine-tune social and techni-
% calinterventions inreal-time. This colla-
! borative arrangement marks a shift
from incumbenteffortsbased on govern-
ment-industry partnerships. Atitsheart

is the idea that urban sites can provide a
learningarena within whichtheco-crea-
tion of new ideas and solutions can be
pursued. “There has been a growing up-
take of the living lab method for partici-

PULAR IN EUROPE
» Urban living lab has roots in the
Scandinavian participatory design
movements from 1960s and 1970s

» Notion of living labs associated
with Prof William J Mitchell at
MIT’s School of Architecture

and Planning

» Mitchell conceptualized a
purpose-built lab where routine
activities and interactions of
everyday life could be observed
and analyzed

» Urban labs provide insights into
the kind of solutions that are likely
to work in a particular context

» In Kolkata, the regeneration lab
will help build pilot projects and
business models on energy, water
and resource security

patory urban initiatives since, focusing
on four key functions: experimentation;
engagement; co-creation; and learning
to help reverse the degeneration of ur-
ban settlements and bring about urban
regeneration,” pointed out Denmark
ambassadorto India Freddy Svane.
Through testing and fine-tuning, ur-
banlab experiments provide insights in-
tothesolutionsthatarelikelytoworkina
particular context and be supported by
societal actors. These experiments are
embedded in real places at manageable
scales. For instance, the Climate Adapta-
tion Living Lab is focused on improving
the climate adaptability of Copenhagen;
the Smarter Labs project aimstodevelop
low-carbon mobility solutions for Bellin-
zona, Brussels, Graz and Maastricht.
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cent of water pushed into the
distribution system in Den-
mark is unaccounted for, the
Danish ambassador said. The
figure stands in stark contrast
to that of Calcutta, where un-
accounted for water is nearly
half of what is injected into the
network.

“Only 4 per cent of the
water that is pushed into the
distribution network in Den-
mark is unaccounted because
of leaks and other factors,
whereas in most Indian cities
it is about 50 per cent,” ambas-
sador Freddy Svane told
Metro on the sidelines of an in-
teraction with industry lead-

Commerce on Thursday.

“Qur endeavour is to re-
duce the volume of unaccount-
ed water. We would love to
work with Indian cities. We
can share our knowledge inre-
ducing the waste of water.”

The Calcutta Municipal
Corporation (CMC) sends 488
million gallons of water into
the city’s distribution system
every day, officials said. But
nearly half of it goes to waste
or is unaccounted for.

Water resources experts
said about 250 million gallons
of water should be adequate
to meet the daily needs of
Calcutta. ;

Calcutta: Only about 4 per .

Freddy Svane, the Danish
ambassador to India, at
Thursday’s programme.
Picture by Sanat Kr Sinha

Unaccounted for water is
the volume that is lost because

ers at the Bengal Chamm&mﬁﬁ&?ksmmpes It is also the

water that overflows from a
reservoir.

Experts have warned that
non-judicious use of water will
reduce the scarce resource
sooner. “We are very fortu-
nate that we have the Hooghly
next to the city, which is why
we are still not feeling water
scarcity in a way cities like
Chennai are facing. But if we
keep wasting water, we will
soon lose this advantage,” said
Asis Majumdar, a professor of
water resources engineering
at Jadavpur University.

A project undertaken by
the £MC has revealed that
Calcittans consume abnor-

Danish lesson for
city’s water use

mally high volumes of water,
far surpassing the limit set by
the Central Public Health and
Environmental Engineering
Organisation. The limit is 150
litres per person per day in
metropolitan cities.

As part of the project, the
CMC installed water meters in
wards 1to5innorth Calcuttato
read the volume of water enter-
ing into houses. It was found
that households were consum-
ing up to 900 litres per day.

“A person does not need
900 litres a day. It can only
happen if water is wasted ab-
normally,” said a CMC engi-
neer.

Majumdar said the turbidi-
ty of the Hooghly water had in-
creased over time.

“The water that is collected
from the river is more turbid
and saline than before. It is
pushing up costs of treatment.
A time will come when the
treatment costs will become so
high that the government will
find it difficult to increase pro-
duction. That will lead to water
scarcity. So it is time we
stopped wasting water and use
itjudiciously,” Majumdar said.

Honour

Smita Bajoria, the honourary
consul general of Denmark in
Calcutta, will be conferred the
Order of Danneborg on Satur-
day. The medal will be handed
over to Bajoria by Svane.
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